EARLY PUBERTY                                   '           fo

She took loving care of the new baby. We do not know with cer-
tainty how Nancy, at the age of 5 reacted to her mother's new
pregnancy; but our experience in similar cases leads us to surmise
that she had a dark foreboding of it, and reacted to it with mixed
feelings, even though her reaction was not entirely conscious.
Certainly many elements in Nancy's dizzy spells and seizures
reminded us of the symptoms from which the mother had suffered
during the pregnancy that followed her little boy's death. These
symptoms of the mother were imitated indirectly through the inter-
mediary of the sister who, after her own pregnancy, behaved very
much like her mother, and who thus showed Nancy her mother's
symptoms in a new edition, so to speak. Nancy probably knew that
while her mother was pregnant with her she had suffered from
"dizzy spells, in which she would fall." A short time before the onset
of her illness, Nancy witnessed her mother's spells, "something like
mine.55 Nancy thought that her mother had these spells because she
'worried about her; Nancy has worried about the brother who died,
and added: "1 actually blamed myself for his death." These remarks
make as suspect that by her fits Nancy hoped to arouse her mother's
concern, so that her mother would love her as she loved her dead
brother- Her constant self-accusations and her statement that she
never could get rid of the memory of the fatal accident showed that
since her fifth year this girl had been crushed by her guilt feelings.
This created a definite disposition in her. During the latency period
such a disposition often manifests itself in the development of a
personality with typical reaction formations. She became a religious,
over-docile child, as is clear from the evidence given by her teachers,
the nuns. It may be surmised that if her development had been
undisturbed, she would have reacted to puberty by an intensification
of this reaction formation, i.e., with still more marked religiosity and
dutifulness. But the events of her sister's life were such that they were
bound to reopen her old wounds, expecially since they took place in
the most vulnerable period of her puberty.

Nancy's traumatic experience was a blow against her triangular
situation, against the sharing in the secret that gratified her, and
against the wish to be treated as a grown-up. Again and again
Nancy reiterated that she had been cheated, that false promises
had been made to her, thereby arousing her fury, of which she was
quite aware. Moreover, we must consider Nancy's relation to her
sister, despite their great difference in age, as a two-girl relation for a
certain time. Because Anna's love relation was forbidden and had to
he guarded as a "secret," the grown-up sister had played the role of a